Introduction
Retinol (vitamin A alcohol) is the precursor of biologically active retinoids such as retinaldehyde and retinole acid (RA) (Fig. 1) . The role of retinaldehyde in vision was one of the early functions of retinoids to be biochemically defined (Khorana 1992 (Hi) Anangement ofcis-acting DNA response elements, termed retinole acid response elements (ICAICEs). The three most common ICAICEs are 6-base pair direct repeats (see Fig. 3 
Summary
In conclusion, the physiological action of retinoids is dependent on a complex array of interactions among the components of the retinoid hormonal system. Such inter¬ actions at the level of gene expression lead, ultimately, to the estabhshment of discrete ceU differentiation pathways which are important for normal embryonic and adult physiology.
